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and Naturalists, Classicists and Romanticists, Positivists and anti-Positivists, etc. Their current successor seems to be the largely pointless
quarrel between the neo-Aristotelians and the neo-Platonists or neoColeridgeans. All of these schools and controversies have their function,
·but it tends to be one of debating large generalities and saying little
so far as actual method is concerned. In one way or another, they are
all contemporary blind alleys for the man really concerned with the
analysis of literature. While the bricks are flying overhead, the serious
modem critic will 'tend to be down in the mine, digging away. He gets
his hands dirtier, but he may also tum up a nugget J;low and then.
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Behind my back the way is lost in green,
And I think here is a peace beyond destruction,
For no man aims from any coign my death.
But this peace is subtle before the eye:· .
A glance will shatter it if sharp enough.
I look where the blight eats silently the leaf
To lacy death, and silently the thrush
Soars for the fly; the tendrils of the creeper,
Tightening, crush the host, and the spider, still
At his ancient station, waits between two trees.
Stumbling in the undergrowth, I pitch and fall,
Tearing my hand upon a thorn. It bleeds,
And I remember suddenly in my blood
The motes warring for the mastery' of me.
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